use local anaesthesia in their daily practice such as orthopaedic surgeons, rheumatologists, radiologists and sports physicians. The sections on intra-articular injections are practically oriented and the treatment of myofascial trigger points will be most useful to those involved in the treatment of myofascial pain syndromes.
One of the key aspects that sets this book apart from other regional anaesthetic texts are the superb illustrations and photographs that are clear, concise and are both anatomically and clinically focused. Catheter insertions are well covered and for the experienced regional anaesthetist, this book provides enough information and adequate illustration to allow new catheter block insertions to be confidently performed. In a world of increasing medicolegal litigation, it is pleasing to see due emphasis given to a record and checklist at the end of each block description.
The only drawback to this excellent comprehensive text is the price. At $A501 this text is probably only affordable by well-endowed departmental libraries.
G. Rudkin
Adelaide, South Australia
Lippincott's Interactive Critical Care Library on CD-ROM. Lippincott, Williams & Wilkins; 16522 Hunters Green Parkway, Hagerstown, MD, 21740-2116, U.SA.; $659.20; 190X130 mm; ISBN: 0-7817-4345-1. This CD includes three well-known intensive care medical texts, which extensively cover all aspects related to intensive care medicine. The fact that so much information has been compressed on to one disc is a welcome development for those whose desk space is at a premium. All three texts are laid out identically which makes searching extremely easy, and diagrams and figures are available at the touch of a button.
Given that all three texts cover the same subject matter, there obviously is significant overlap, but most readers will find it useful to cross reference topics between all texts. In addition, video clips are scattered throughout Irwin and Rippe, and while some are useful, some are less so. For example, the clip on subclavian line insertion does not make reference to relevant anatomical landmarks.
On the downside, all three texts are published in North America and some readers may wish to consult further texts for a European or Australasian perspective. The inclusion of Marinos The ICU book is a little surprising, given that it was published in 1998 and is now somewhat dated. However, notwithstand-ing this, the fundamentals of intensive care have not changed and these are covered very well in this text.
Some readers, myself included, may find it difficult to read and assimilate text from a computer screen and may resort to printing out relevant text, which somewhat defeats the purpose of the CD.
The disc also includes a useful self-test of multiple choice questions covering 17 different topics, with discussion of the answers and links to the relevant text. In addition, all drug references are hyperlinked to Lippincott's Critical Care Drug Guide, which can also be accessed directly.
On the whole the CD is very user friendly and would make and excellent addition to any intensive care unit, as a reference tool for all staff or as a study aid to the individual trainee.
M. Heaney Intensive Care Unit, Royal Perth Hospital, Western Australia
Clinical Cases in Anesthesia-3rd Edition. A. P. Reed, F. S. Yudkowitz; Elsevier Australia, 30-52 Smidmore Street, Marrickville, N.S.W. 2204; $165.00; 260X210 mm; pp. 553; ISBN: 0-443-06624-8. This updated edition remains organized by organ system and subspecialty including Pediatrics, Obstetrics, Pain and Post Anaesthesia Care, together with a new section on Trauma. Each section has a selection of classic problems, which are presented in a case-oriented manner. Typically a scenario is given and is then followed by pertinent questions that may be encountered in a viva voce exam. Each question is answered succinctly in a few paragraphs with a good blend of theory and practice. Throughout, the text is supplemented with clear diagrams and boxed lists which serve as excellent memory aids. Each case discussion is referenced to aid the more inquisitive. I found it a more approachable read than the other clinically based format books with a comparable content.
Although indexed, the format makes it unlikely to be used as a reference tome when standard texts will oblige. That said, at 530 pages it contains a great deal of information and trainees sitting clinical exams will find this book very helpful.
Many will find this clinical scenario-based method of learning most natural and especially useful in the lead-up to oral exams. Highly recommended.
N. Martin Western General Hospital, Footscray, Melbourne, Victoria
